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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 2/19/2008 has been entered. 

2. Claims 1-34, 37-45, and 5 1-60 are withdrawn for consideration, claims 46 and 48 are 
cancelled, and claims 35, 36, 47, 49, and 50 are currently under examination. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments, see amendment, filed 2/19/2008, with respect to the rejection(s) 
of claim(s) 35, 36, 47, 49, and 50 under Brock et al. (US 2002/0087169) in view of Mahurkar et 
al. (US 5,221,255) have been fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has 
been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in 
view of Adams et al. (US 7,004,958). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

5. Claims 35, 36, 47, 49, and 50 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Adams et al. (US 7,004,958) in view of Brock et al. (US 2002/0087169). Adams et al. 
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disclose a housing (40) at the distal end of a rigid shaft, where the housing comprises an aperture 
(44) through a wall (42) spanning the longitudinal length of the housing for retaining a mandrel 
(50) therein. The mandrel releasably couples a plurality of anchors (30) with the housing 
(column 7, lines 1-15). The anchors are curved hooks (Fig 3). The mandrel may be considered a 
pivot mandrel in that the proximal movement of the mandrel causes the hooks to pivot out of the 
housing through the aperture to be delivered to engage annular tissue (column 7, lines 22-29). 
The device further comprises an expandable balloon (60) that aids in driving anchors into 
annular tissue by urging the housing against the tissue into which the anchors will be driven. 

Adams et al. teach the anchors pierce annular tissue to increase the radius of curvature of 
the annulus and thus improve valve annulus action (column 7, line 59 -column 8, line 8). 
However, Adams et al. do not disclose the anchors are tethered together. Brock et al. disclose a 
similar device comprising a plurality of anchors (350) that are connected by a tether (312) such 
that when the anchors driven into annular tissue, the tether may be cinched to increase the radius 
of curvature of the annular tissue thereby decreasing the diameter of the annular tissue and 
improve valve annulus action (Figs 32-33). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the device of Adams et al. 
to include a tether linking the anchors such that the anchors may be cinched together to flirther 
increase the radius of ciu^^ature of the annular tissue and fiirther improve valve annulus action. 
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Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to KATHERINE M. DO WE whose telephone number is (571)272- 
3201 . The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30am - 5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jackie Ho can be reached on (571) 272-4696. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an apphcation may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Kevin T. Truong/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3734 

Katherine Dowe 
June 3, 2008 



/K. M. D./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3734 



